Aldus chose as the model for his Greek type a cur-
sive hand, such as was used for ordinary purposes in
writing. Before this, Greek books had been printed
in types modelled on the square, inscriptional style
of lettering used for ancient books. This made a
beautiful and legible page, but each letter took so
much space that the books were very costly. The
cursive hand, as used currently, was compact, and
its use for familiar correspondence, note-taking, and
the like, had developed countless scribal short-cuts
or abbreviations which took for granted that the
reader had an intimate familiarity both with the
language and with the subject of the writing. The
commoner of these abbreviations were taken over
by the printers* It was such a hand-writing that
Aldus copied, sacrificing legibility to the need for
cheapness. The type was enthusiastically welcomed
as a great service to scholarship, and this initial
popularity fixed it as the standard Greek type to
the present time.

Aldus, before the end of the century, completed
an edition of Aristotle's works in five folio volumes,
carefully edited and printed. This effectively estab-
lished his reputation in the learned world. Within
the same five years he brought out a Greek Gram-
mar, editions of Theocritus and Aristophanes, a
Thesaurus Comucopise and a Greek Dictionary, a
Greek Psalter and a Greek Horse.

Having accomplished his original purpose, Aldus
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